Dr. Shirley's Greek Courses

Grammar

The Second Aorist Indicative Active

The Aorist is the tense that implies a completed action, or an act that took place at one point in time
(‘eg: “I did something”). If an action was continuous or repeated (eg. “I used to do something”,
“I was doing something”) Greek uses the Imperfect.

Greek is like English and German, in that verbs make their past tenses in different ways —

“Weak” verbs have endings added to the stem, eg. I call, I called. Greek calls these “First Aorists”
“Strong” verbs alter the stem, eg. I bring, I brought. Greek calls these Second Aorists.

Although the “Present Stem” is the one with which we are generally more familiar, and the one used for dictionary

entries, the “Aorist Stem” is probably the original Verbal Stem.

The Present Stem has usually been derived from the Aorist by lengthening - duplication of a letter,
as in BoA— going to PaAA—, or addition of letters, as in Aa3— going to AapBov—

Common Second Aorists : ( the endings are the same as the Imperfect )

Iled

I sinned
I died

I threw
I found
I had

I left

I took

I learnt
I suffered
I drank
I fell

I fled

Present

I come/go épXOIJO(l

gobico
Aeyw
0pOGd
Irun TPEXW
I carry dEPLO

I eat
I say
| see

2nd Aorist

T,]}\eov I came/went
epoyov  Ilate
ELTTOV I said
£180v I saw
eSpapov  Iran
nveyka I carried

The endings of the Second Aorist Active are the same as those of the Imperfect Active, eg :

Present 2nd Aorist
Ilead Oyed Nyoyov
Isin  OUOPTOVE TUOPTOV
Idie amobvnokw amebavov
I throw BO()\}\OJ éPO()\OV
Ifind EUPIOK® EUPOV
Thave EXG EGXOV
I leave KOTOAEITTCO KaTeAITTOV
Itake AouPBaved eAaPov
I learn povBoved guoBov
I suffer TOOXGD gmafov
Idrink TV IOV
[fall MTTW £TMECOV
Iflee deUyw epuyov

Present

I throw BO()\)\OO
you throw BG)\}\EIS‘
he/she/it throws BG)\)\EI
we throw BoaAAopev
you-all throw BaAheTe
they throw BaAAouctv
Participles :

throwing [300\)\03\1

I was throwing

Imperfect
¢BaAAov
eBaAAes
BaAAev
éBoAopev
éBaMAeTe
¢BaAov

(2nd ) Aorist

I threw

having thrown
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gBahov
Bades
BaAev
BoAopev
éBoeTe
éBaov

BaAwov

g verb-241Aa
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